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President’s Corner

Some Things Never Change
A

s most of us have heard, other
than death and taxes, most
everything else in the world is
subject to change throughout the
years. However, it has become
apparent to me that there may
be other aspects of our lives that
may join death and taxes as a
symbol of lack of change.
I was fortunate enough to see
the highly popular and successful musical Hamilton when it
came through Pittsburgh. After
seeing and thoroughly enjoying
the production, I was interested
in gaining more insight into the
background of Hamilton and the
evolution of the American government, so I read the biography that
inspired the musical. It is frustrating to learn that the development
of our new nation was significantly slowed by differing views of
representatives within Congress.
Two main parties controlled Congress, and party line votes stalled
Congress from accomplishing
meaningful changes. Of course,
this sounds oddly familiar and
identical to our political struc-

understanding may outweigh the
surgeon’s knife or chemist’s drug.
I will respect the hard-won scientific gains of those physicians in
whose steps I walk, and gladly
share such knowledge as is mine
with those who are to follow.”
As I recited this portion of the
Oath, I was reminded of the words
David G. Buerger, MD, FACS of a very wise physician, George
President
F. Buerger Jr., who always told me
Pittsburgh Ophthalmology Society that the administrative aspects of
2019-2021
medicine may change, but being
able to take care of patients will
not. This really is the core of medture today that finds us in gridlock icine that most of us sought when
and unable to view the good of
we enrolled in medical school.
the nation as our main goal.
The joy of our profession is taking
care of people and continuing to
This led me to consider other
develop our knowledge so we can
instances where things never
do that to the best of our abilities.
change. I recently was asked to
recite the Hippocratic Oath at
We have been inundated with
my oldest son’s graduation from
endless acronyms – MIPS, MACRA,
medical school, where current
EHR, HIPAA, PECOS – which tend
MDs were asked to join in with
to distract us from our mission and
the new graduates.
demand hours of time to comply
“I will remember that there is art
to medicine as well as science,
and this warmth, sympathy and

with modern rules and regulations. The people of Pittsburgh
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need good eye surgeons caring
for them, so we have to find ways
to sort through the administrative
load and focus on providing excellent care to our patients.
At the same time, though, we
need to protect our profession
and maintain our access to these
patients for ourselves and for
future generations of ophthalmologists. We all need to get active
in this call for help to protect our
patients and to preserve the field
of ophthalmology that we worked
so hard to join. We also need to
pass our knowledge and experience down to our successors
in the field. The Pittsburgh Ophthalmology Society is a big part
of helping us accomplish these
goals by providing a framework to
spread information and interact
with all others in the ophthalmic
community. We are fortunate that
our predecessors supported and
maintained such a vibrant and
active agenda for the POS. Our
speakers educate us with the
most current information available, and our officers inform us
of the changes happening around
us in the world of medicine.
Look toward 2020 as an opportunity to maintain our access to
patients so we can provide them
with excellent care. Sort through
the administrative load, and
make caring for patients your
highest priority. We want to make
sure some things never change!
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Appointments Announced
M

arshall W. Stafford, MD,
was elected to serve as
president-elect of the POS and
will serve a two-year term. Dr.
Stafford has been an active
member since 1996 and has
served as treasurer of the Society since 2003.
Dr. Stafford earned his medical
degree from Jefferson Medical
College, Philadelphia, PA, in
1990. He completed a transitional internship at the Medical
Center of Delaware in Wilmington
before attending the Eye and Ear
Institute, University of Pittsburgh
Medical Center, for his ophthalmology residency. He completed
a fellowship in Glaucoma at
Washington University Eye Center, St. Louis, MO, in 1994.
Board certified by the American
Board of Ophthalmology, Dr.
Stafford serves as chairman,
Department of Surgery, St.
Margaret Hospital, UPMC, and
is clinical assistant professor,
University of Pittsburgh Medical
Center. He has been the team
ophthalmologist for the Pittsburgh Steelers since 2012.
The Pittsburgh Ophthalmology
Society has appointed Laurie A.
Roba, MD, as treasurer, replacing Dr. Stafford. A long-time
member, Dr. Roba previously
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served as cocourse director
of the Annual
Meeting for Ophthalmic Personnel.
Eric A. Pennock, Dr. Stafford
MD, assumes
the role of
membership
chair, previously
held by David
Buerger, MD.
Dr. Pennock is
Dr. Vyas
a member of
Pediatric Ophthalmology and
Strabismus.
Avni P. Vyas,
MD, an ophthalmologist with
Retina Vitreous Dr. Enzor
Consultants,
has accepted the position of cocourse director for the Ophthalmic Personnel meeting.
Rikki Enzor, MD, third-year resident at the UPMC Eye Center,
has been selected by her peers
to serve as resident to the Board
of Directors, a newly established
position. In her role, Dr. Enzor
will join long-standing course
director Dr. Rath and Dr. Vyas
to plan the 2020 Ophthalmic
Personnel meeting.
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Membership Update
Thank you to all who renewed their dues for 2019.
Our membership declined (slightly) in the 2018-19
period with 102 active members; 28 residents and
fellows; and 33 retired honorary members, for a
total of 163 as compared to 188 at the same time
in 2018. Throughout 2018 and 2019, we welcomed
the following new members:

members is important and strengthens the organization. If you know of an ophthalmologist who is not
a member of the POS, or if you are welcoming a new
physician to your practice, please contact Nadine
Popovich, administrator, who would be happy to
send an application for membership.
Non-members also are welcomed to attend one of
the monthly meetings. I encourage you to invite a
non-member to a meeting to reconnect with the Society. Physicians who meet the criteria are welcome,
as a guest of a member, to attend one monthly
meeting of their choice. Nadine Popovich can assist
with registration and outline criteria for attendance.

Mircea Coca, MD
Colin Prensky, MD
Marie Hélène Errera, MD, PhD
Shripaad Shukla, MD
As you know, the POS is an integral part of our ophthalmology community, providing valuable educational programming to its members. Recruitment of

Eric A. Pennock, MD

Membership Dues
Membership dues statements will be electronically sent October 1. Yearly dues are $375 and are instrumental in defraying the cost of providing quality educational programming each month.
For your convenience, credit card payments can be submitted online. Members can visit,
www.pghoph.org, and log into their account. A membership renewal notification will appear
with instruction on how to remit payment online. You also may contact Nadine Popovich to
process your credit card. The Society accepts Visa, Mastercard and Discover. Checks also
are accepted and can be made payable to: Pittsburgh Ophthalmology Society.
Thanks to your continued support and submitting dues in a timely manner, we remain an
active and strong specialty organization, providing quality programming and collegial social
opportunities while advocating to protect and enhance our profession.

Pittsburgh Ophthalmology Society
www.pghoph.org
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Treasurer’s Report

T

he Society account balances remain stable, and
we continue the trend of a modest profit from the
2019 Annual Spring meeting. Strong vendor support, a decrease in speaker travel fees and robust
Allied registration fees aided in the profit. The Pittsburgh Marriott City Center continues to serve as a
quality and economical venue for the annual event.

the upcoming 2019-20 monthly meeting series.
Membership dues also are instrumental, and a decrease in dues revenue from members who did not
renew affected our operational account.
POS membership is an excellent value, not just for
the CME credit, but for the updates on local and
national issues, and the opportunity to hear distinguished national faculty at monthly meetings. I
encourage all members to extend an invitation to
their colleagues to join.

For the 2018-19 monthly meeting series, overall
expenses were consistent with the previous year.
Thank you to members for registering for each
meeting, as this impacts catering fees (we have a
more accurate meal count for catering when members register, which keeps our costs to a minimum).

Through a continued effort to expand membership and
a strong focus on identifying sponsorship for support
of the annual and monthly meetings, we look to continue to remain solvent for 2019-20 and the future!

The Society also relies on vendor support to reduce
costs. Vendor support increased from the previous
year, and we are working to secure 100% support for

Laurie A. Roba, MD

Provider Compliance Tips for Lenses
A

ccording to the 2018 Medicare Fee-for-Service
(FFS) Supplemental Improper Payment Data, the
Medicare FFS improper payment rate for lenses was
85.2 percent, representing a projected improper
payment amount of more than $31.6 million.1

● For aphakic beneficiaries who had a cataract
removed but no implanted intraocular lens (IOL) or
who have a congenital absence of the lens, the following lenses or combination of lenses are covered
when medically necessary:

Reasons for Denial

– Bifocal lenses in frames

For the 2018 reporting period, insufficient documentation accounted for 77.4 percent of improper
payments for lenses. Additional error types for lenses were: other (19.4 percent); medical necessity
(2.1 percent); and no documentation (1.1 percent).1

– Lenses in frames for far vision and lenses in
frames for near vision

To Prevent Denials2

– Lenses in frames for near vision to be worn at
the same time as contacts prescribed for far vision
(including binocular and monocular aphakia)

Health care providers must keep the following coverage guidelines in mind:

– Lenses in frames to be worn when the contacts
have been removed
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– Replacement lenses

– Claims for code V2784 that do not meet this coverage criterion will be denied as not reasonable and
necessary

● Medical necessity must be documented by the
treating physician for anti-reflective coating (V2750),
tints (V2744, V2745) or oversize lenses (V2780) to
be covered

Note: Please see Local Coverage Determination
(LCD): Refractive Lenses (L33793) for additional
coverage requirements and coding information.

● Anti-reflective coating, tints or oversize lenses
billed with an EY modifier (beneficiary request) will
be denied as not reasonable and necessary

Resources
For more information:

● UV protection is considered reasonable and
necessary following cataract extraction; therefore,
additional medical necessity justification by the
treating physician beyond inclusion on the order is
not necessary

2018 Medicare Fee-For-Service Supplemental
Improper Payment Data: https://www.cms.gov/
Research-Statistics-Data-and-Systems/Monitoring-Programs/Medicare-FFS-Compliance-Programs/
CERT/Downloads/2018MedicareFFSSuplementalImproperPaymentData.pdf

– The addition of UV coating (V2755) is not reasonable and necessary for polycarbonate lenses
(V2784)

Local Coverage Determination (LCD): Refractive
Lenses (L33793): https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/ details/lcd-details.aspx?LCDId=33793&ContrID=140

– Claims for code V2755 billed in addition to code
V2784 will be denied as not reasonable and necessary

Medicare Learning network®Product Disclaimer:
The Medicare Learning Network®, MLN Connects®,
and MLN Matters® are registered trademarks of
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS).

● Tinted (V2745) and photochromatic lenses
(V2744) used as sunglasses, prescribed in addition
to regular prosthetic lenses will be denied as not
reasonable and necessary

References

● Lenses made of polycarbonate or other impact-resistant materials (V2784) are covered only for beneficiaries with functional vision in only one eye

1. 2018 Medicare Fee-for-Service Supplemental
Improper Payment Data
2. Local Coverage Determination (LCD): Refractive
Lenses (L33793)

– Impact-resistant material is covered for both lenses, if eyeglasses are covered
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Members in the News
Eye and Ear Foundation Honors Dr. Salvitti
Congratulations to E. Ronald Salvitti, MD, founder
and medical director of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Eye Center, who received the inaugural 2018
Muse Award in Ophthalmology. The Eye and Ear
Foundation of Pittsburgh hosted the award ceremony on October 3, 2018.
Established in 2001, the Albert C. Muse Prize
recognizes the world’s leaders in the fields of Ophthalmology and Otolaryngology. Alternating between
these two fields each year, this prestigious honor
celebrates individuals who have made significant
advancements in research and patient care within
these two specialties.

From left are Deepinder Dhaliwal, MD; Albert Muse; Ron
Salvitti, MD; George Fechter (Chairman, EEF Board), and
Lawton Snyder (Executive Director of Eye & Ear Foundation).

designed intraocular lenses for cataract surgery.
These lens designs were widely used, particularly
in the early 1990s, becoming one of the most popular lenses in use nationwide. He has contributed
to the development of cataract instrumentation
technology, which has been accepted worldwide,
and he continues to work as a consultant in the
area of clinical research with the industry’s leading
companies.

In 2018, a second honor, the Albert C. Muse Award,
was established to recognize individuals who,
through innovation and service, have made significant contributions to the Pittsburgh region.
Dr. Salvitti has had a distinguished career in
medicine that has spanned more than 50 years.
An innovator who leads by example, Dr. Salvitti

PAO News
POS Salutes Local
Representation within PAO
The Society is pleased to recognize
the following members who play
an active role in the Pennsylvania
Academy of Ophthalmology (PAO)
by serving in a leadership position.
Our local representation is exceptional, and we are fortunate to have
a dedicated group of colleagues

who give of
their time to
better the
professional
interests of ophthalmology and our
profession:

Secretary, Legislation &
Representation
Kenneth P. Cheng, MD

President
Robert L. Bergren, MD

AAO Councilor
Sharon L. Taylor, MD, FACS

Chair, Bylaws and Rules Committee
Michael J. Azar, MD

Member at Large
Roger Zelt, MD, FACS
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Secretary, Medical Practice
and Payment System
Joel D. Brown, MD
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In Memoriam

G

eorge F. Buerger, MD,
passed away peacefully, surrounded by family at
his home in Churchill, on
Sunday, June 16, 2019. He
served as president of the
Pittsburgh Ophthalmology
Dr. Buerger
Society (1987-1989), the
125th president of the
Allegheny County Medical Society in 1990,
and was active in the Pennsylvania Medical
Society. George was a founding member of
the American Society of Ophthalmic Plastic
and Reconstructive Surgery (ASOPRS) in
1969 and went on to become president in
1976.
Dr. Buerger graduated in 1958 from the University of Pittsburgh, and attended medical
school at the George Washington University
School of Medicine and Health Sciences in
Washington D.C., earning his MD in 1962.
He started his private practice in Pittsburgh
in 1969 as the first Oculoplastic surgeon in
the city and practiced for almost 40 years.
His sons, David & Dan, joined him in practice at Pittsburgh Oculoplastic Associates for
12 years before he retired.
Dr. Buerger had the privilege of serving as
the official ophthalmologist for the Pittsburgh Penguins for 31 years, from 19732004. As a member of the Penguins organization, when they won the Stanley Cup in
1992, George used his “Day with the Cup”
by visiting the Pittsburgh Blind Association
and allowing the visually impaired to share
in the experience of “seeing” the cup with
their hands.

W

ith deep regret, I note the passing of George F. Buerger Jr.,
MD. I had the pleasure and privilege of knowing and working with George for many years during his extensive involvement
with the Allegheny County Medical Society and the Pennsylvania
Medical Society.
George served as president of ACMS in 1990, the second year
of my tenure as executive director. It was the beginning of a long
professional relationship and a personal friendship. Actually, our
acquaintance predated that occurrence by a number of years.
Even his family may not be aware that I had seen George as a
patient in my late teens as he was beginning his practice in ophthalmology prior to his additional specialization in oculoplastic
surgery.
George served as a scoutmaster to his sons’ Boy Scout Troop,
and his office was filled with plaques and memorabilia from that
experience. We bonded quickly due to our mutual experiences in
Boy Scouts. Throughout his career, he maintained many of those
items in his office as well as a large collection of photographs of
Pittsburgh.
The list of George’s service to the Society at both the county
and state levels are mentioned elsewhere, so I will not repeat
them here. And there are too many personal stories to tell in this
setting. I will simply say that George enjoyed life and had a great
sense of humor. He was dedicated to medicine and his specialty. George loved caring for patients and regarded medicine as a
calling to heal and help. He held the highest personal standards.
I don’t believe that I ever heard him speak in anger or haste in
any situation.
George also was dedicated to his wife, Patty, and found wonderful joy in their three sons and his grandchildren. He was delighted that sons David and Dan not only followed him into medicine
but into his specialty, eventually practicing together until his
retirement.
We have lost not only a skilled physician but a deeply caring
individual who contributed generously to his community.

John G. Krah

ACMS executive director from 1989-2018
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Thorpe Circle
T

he Thorpe Circle welcomes
Thomas Uihlein, MD, who joined in
2019.
As of August 1, 2019, the fund’s
balance is $39,402, as compared
to $35,301 in the same time period
last year. All monies are invested in
the Vanguard Life Strategy Moderate
Growth Fund. Our goal is to grow the
fund so that it will be self-sustaining
in the future to support the Thorpe
Lecturer and sustain the long-term
education mission of the POS.
If you are not a member of the Thorpe Circle, please consider contributing. As a member of the Thorpe
Circle, your donation ensures your
legacy as one devoted to the recognition of academic and clinical
Thorpe Circle members
Michael J. Azar, MD
David J. Baker, MD
Chris A. Balouris, MD
Dr. & Mrs. Constantine A. Balouris
Roxana Barad, MD
Ivan Baumwell, MD*
Robert L. Bergren, MD
Peter J. Berkowitz, MD
Albert W. Biglan, MD
Richard A. Bowers, MD*
Joel D. Brown, MD
Daniel E. Buerger, MD, FACS*
David G. Buerger, MD, FACS
George F. Buerger, Jr. MD, FACS
Brian J. Caputo, MD
Edward J. Chang, MD
John A. Charley, MD
Kenneth P. Cheng, MD
Phillip H. Choo, MD
Lisa M. Cibik, MD, FACS
Garry P. Condon, MD
Ian P. Conner, MD, PhD
P. William Conrad, MD, PhD
Jennifer Salvitti Davis, MD
Bernard H. Doft, MD
Norman L. Edelstein, MD, FACS

Fall 2019

For those who are currently
members, thank you for your
support. A sustaining category
was recently established for
Thorpe Circle members (the dollar
amount is left up to discretion
of the individual).
Please consider a contribution
in the sustaining category.

excellence in ophthalmology.

guest faculty
to serve as
the Thorpe
Lecturer.
Donations
may be in
the form of
an annual
contribution, estate planning, by
patients or family members in honor
of an ophthalmologist (practicing or
retired), or in memoriam.

The Thorpe Circle, established in
2014, was created to offset the costs
of the Thorpe Lecturer. Your donation
strengthens the fund and enables
the POS to continue the tradition of
excellence by inviting distinguished

To join the Thorpe Circle or to donate
as a Sustaining Member, please visit
www.pghoph.org and click on Thorpe
Circle to download the donation form.

William M. Fronczek, Jr., MD*
Denise S. Gallagher, MD
Jean C. Harwick, MD
Jared E. Knickelbein, MD, PhD
Karen B. Lauer, MD
Cari Lyle, MD
John C. Maher, MD
John M. Mikulla, MD
Miroya J. Monsour, MD
Donald Morris, DO
Barry D. Moskowitz, MD
Lisa M. Nath, MD
Karl R. Olsen, MD
Eric A. Pennock, MD
Paul M. Phillips, MD
Scott L. Portnoy, MD
Allan J. Press, MD
Laurie Roba, MD
Pamela R. Rath, MD
E. Ronald Salvitti, MD*
Joseph J. Scherer, MD
Michael P. Schneider, MD
Joel Schuman, MD, FACS
Marshall W. Stafford, MD
Theressa B. Strong, MD
John C. Stuart, MD
Sharon L. Taylor, MD, FACS*
Thomas W. Uihlein, MD

Thierry Verstraeten, MD
Avni Vyas, MD
Edmond C. Watters, MD
Evan Waxman, MD, PhD
Gary S. Weinstein, MD, FACS
Jeffrey T. Wincko, MD
Roger P. Zelt, MD
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Mike Azar, MD

In Memory of Irwin S. Terner, MD
~ Sewickley Eye Group
In Appreciation of John A. Charley, MD
~ Mrs. Velma F. Ferrari
In Recognition of Frank Cignetti, MD
~ Staff of East Suburban Ophthalmic
Assoc.
In Memory of Robert Arffa, MD
~ Sharon L. Taylor, MD, FACS*
In Recognition of John G. Krah,
ACMS Executive Director (1989-2018)
~ Pittsburgh Ophthalmology Society
Italics denotes Thorpe Circle Founding
Member (est. March 2014)
* denotes Sustaining Member
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2019-20 Residents & Fellows

T

he members of the Pittsburgh Ophthalmology Society
welcome UPMC Eye Center new
residents and fellows and acknowledge current faculty. We
look forward to seeing everyone
at an upcoming monthly meeting.
Congratulations to Sohani Amarasekera, MD, selected as chief
resident. Dr. Amarasekera will
facilitate and coordinate resident
presentations for each meeting.

Julie Shatten, MD

Andrew Williams, MD

Caroline Vloka, MD

Fellows:

Second-Year Residents:

Amar Bhat, MD (Cornea)

Shelly Mo, MD

Amgad Eldib, MD (Pediatrics)

Sabrina Mukhtar, MD

Jamila Hiasat, MD (Pediatrics)

First-Year Residents:

Sohani Amarasekera, MD

Jennifer Adeghate, MD

Benjamin Botsford, MD

Boris Rosin, MD (Retina –
1st Year)

Patrick Commiskey, MD

Rikki Enzor, MD

Continuing Fellow:

Ricardo Couso, MD

Julia Kuhn, MD

Zachary Koretz, MD

Peter Mortensen, MD

Kasia Brodowska, MD
(Retina – 2nd Year)

Jamie Odden, MD
Lillian To, MD

Tigran Kostanyan, MD
(Glaucoma)

Andrew Tan, MD

Erika Massicotte, MD (Plastics)

Jared Weed, MD

Margaret Pollard, MD (Cornea)

Third-Year Residents:

David Rooney, MD (Glaucoma)

Allegheny County Medical Society Physician Wellness Program

T

he Allegheny County Medical Society (ACMS) Physician Wellness Program (PWP)
was created for ACMS member
physicians to provide confidential assistance with common
life difficulties including family
issues, depression and anxiety,
substance abuse, and difficulty
managing stress.

regulations and requirements
while maintaining a healthy
work/family life balance and
handling everyday stressors
can take a serious toll on a
physician’s overall well-being.
Addressing physician burnout
is the first step to decreasing
stress and sustaining a healthy
lifestyle.

Addressing Physician Burnout
and Stress

How PWP Can Help You

Being a physician in the current
healthcare climate is not easy.
Adhering to constantly changing

ACMS has partnered with Cranberry Psychological Center, Inc.
to provide free, anonymous
counseling to active ACMS phy-
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sician members. Non-emergency sessions will be scheduled
during regular business hours;
emergency sessions are available 24 hours, 7 days a week.
A total of four free sessions
are offered through ACMS each
calendar year at three different
locations: Fox Chapel, Cranberry
and McMurray. All psychologists
are PhDs practicing under Richard G. Frey, PhD, ABPP, clinical
director.
To make an appointment or
for information, call Dr. Frey at
(724) 772-4848, ext. 225.
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POS Hosts 55th Annual Meeting
T

he Pittsburgh Ophthalmology
Society’s 55th Annual Meeting
was held March 29 at the Pittsburgh Marriott City Center Hotel.
More than 85 physicians attended this year’s meeting, which
featured renowned ophthalmologist Wallace L.M. Alward, MD, who
served as the 39th Annual Harvey
E. Thorpe Lecturer.
Dr. Alward is director of the
Glaucoma Service at the University of Iowa and professor and
vice-chairman. Since 2006, he
has held the Frederick C. Blodi
Endowed Chair in Ophthalmology.
Dr. Alward has co-authored more
than 150 peer-reviewed papers.
He served as a director of the
American Board of Ophthalmology
from 2006 to 2013 and was chair
in 2012.
His real passion is teaching, as he
has trained 35 glaucoma fellows.
He has authored two textbooks:
Color Atlas of Gonioscopy and
The Requisites: Glaucoma. The
Archives of Ophthalmology listed
the Color Atlas of Gonioscopy as
one of the 100 important ophthalmology books of the 20th century.
It has been translated into Russian, Polish and Portuguese.
The named lecture honors Harvey E. Thorpe, MD, an ophthalmologist whose techniques and

Above, from left, are 55th Annual
Meeting guest faculty Sophie Bakri,
MD, and Peter Veldman, MD; Thorpe
Lecturer Wallace L.M. Alward, MD;
President Sharon Taylor, MD, FACS;
and local guest faculty Jose-Alain
Sahel, MD. At left, Dr. Taylor
presents the Thorpe Scroll to
Dr. Alward during the POS
55th Annual meeting held at the
Pittsburgh Marriott City Center.

inventions of medical instruments
contributed to the study of the
eye. In 1980, Dr. Thorpe was
named “Man of the Year” by the
Pittsburgh Ophthalmology Society and established the Harvey
E. Thorpe Lecture, delivering the
first lecture in the series.
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Attendees were educated with
presentations from the following
prominent guest faculty: Andrew G.
Lee, MD, Neuro-Ophthalmologist
and chairman of the Department
of Ophthalmology, Blanton Eye
Institute, at Houston Methodist
Hospital; professor in the Departments of Ophthalmology, Neurology and Neurosurgery, Weill Cornell
Medical College; Peter Veldman,
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MD, assistant professor of Ophthalmology and Visual
Science; director, Residency Program University of
Chicago Medicine; and Sophie Bakri, MD, professor
of Ophthalmology, Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN.

— including stem cell implantation, gene therapy,
innovative pharmacologic approaches and the artificial retina — for retinitis pigmentosa, age-related
macular degeneration, vascular eye disease and
other vision impairments that currently are untreatable. Dr. Sahel presented: “Vision Restoration
Translation to The Clinic.”

In addition, the POS welcomed local guest faculty
José-Alain Sahel, MD, professor and chairman, The
Eye and Ear Endowed Chair, Department of Ophthalmology, director, UPMC Eye Center, University of
Pittsburgh School of Medicine. Dr. Sahel is known
worldwide for his expertise in vision restoration
techniques. He has developed several interventions

The POS gratefully acknowledges all industry representatives who sponsored or exhibited at the event.
A complete list of exhibitors can be found on the
Society website at www.pghoph.org.

Thank you to the following who provided
support for the 55th Annual Meeting:
Aerie Pharmaceuticals		
Alcon
Alimera Sciences		
Allergan			
Allergan Neurosciences
Bausch & Lomb		
Beitler McKee Optical/Instruments
codexIT			
Carl Zeiss Meditec		
Dompé
Dutch Ophthalmic USA

Essilor Laboratories of America
Genentech
Iridex
Johnson & Johnson Surgical
Vision
Microsurgical Technologies
(MST)
New World Medical
NovaBay Pharmaceuticals
Novartis Pharmaceuticals
Omeros Corporation

Ophthalmic Mutual Insurance
Company (OMIC)
Optos, Inc.
Regeneron Healthcare
Shire
Spark Therapeutics
Sun Ophthalmics
Vertical Solutions
Virtual OfficeWare Healthcare

A special thank you to the following who were Premier Level sponsors:
Alcon – Guest Faculty Dinner
Allergan Neurosciences – Friday Morning Break

Pittsburgh Ophthalmology Society
www.pghoph.org
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Annual Banquet 2019
F

ollowing the 55th Annual Meeting, members and
their guests enjoyed networking and dinner at the
Terrace Room in the Omni William Penn Hotel. In her
final remarks as president, Sharon Taylor, MD, thanked
the POS Board, Membership and Allied course directors for their assistance during her tenure. In her two
years as president, she initiated the Wet Lab program (a
hands-on workshop, which is typically offered at national ophthalmology conferences). Board member Ian
Conner, MD, PhD, also was instrumental in the planning
of the Wet Lab series.
Dr. Taylor formally installed David G. Buerger, MD, FACS,
as president. His first official duty was presenting the
President’s plaque and thank you gifts to Dr. Taylor in
recognition of her service.

Current
POS
President
David
Buerger, MD,
presents
outgoing
President
Sharon
Taylor,
MD, with a
plaque for
her service
to POS.

2019 Annual Meeting for Ophthalmic Personnel
R
unning concurrently with the POS Annual Meeting was the 40th Annual Meeting for Ophthalmic
Personnel. This year, a record number (185) of ophthalmic technicians, assistants, coders, photographers and front staff attended this full-day program.
The well-respected program is designed specifically
for ophthalmic personnel to enhance the quality,
expertise, and safety of ophthalmic patient care.

JEOPARDY! was brought back as a plenary session
for all attendees. This session educated all audience members by providing ophthalmic "pearls
for their practice" in a fun and interactive learning
environment.

The program featured 25 breakout sessions, many
of which were accredited by JCAHPO. Participants
had the opportunity to create their own track of
programming, and receive up to 7.0 CE credit
hours based on course attendance. A balance of
front- and back-office sessions were offered to
educate office personnel. The popular Ophthalmic

The Society depends and relies on local expertise
and talent to present each session. This year was
no exception, with local physicians and health
care professionals providing quality presentations.
The course directors would like to thank all POS
members who participated as a speaker for the
program.

Thank you to course directors Pamela Rath, MD,
and Laurie Roba, MD, who worked tirelessly to plan
this high-level educational offering.
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POS Hosts 3rd Annual Wet Lab Series
T

he Pittsburgh Ophthalmology Society hosted
the 3rd Annual Ophthalmology Community Wet
Lab: "Yamane Technique and Iris Defect Repair
Workshop," at the UPMC Eye Center – Eye and Ear
Institute on June 4 and 5.
Two separate sessions were offered to maximum
attendee participation, with each session offering a
didactic portion and two-hour hands on workshop.
Thank you to the following companies who were
instrumental in providing equipment, support staff
and teaching assistance: Bausch and Lomb and
Microsurgical Technology. The Society also thanks
UPMC Eye and Ear for use of the wet lab for this
worthwhile endeavor.

Above, course director Ian Conner, MD,
PhD, instructs Joel
Brown, MD. At left,
Instructor Thierry
Verstraeten, MD,
tutors participant
Michaela Hickey, DO.

A maximum of 10 physicians attended each session where they had the opportunity to explore and
learn the indications and surgical steps required
for Yamane scleral IOL fixation technique and iris
defect repair.
One-on-one learning and coaching were available,
and each person was able to self-direct learning
and practice opportunities. Attendees became
familiar with tools for managing iris or pupillary
defects; learned the indications and surgical steps
required for Yamane scleral IOL fixation technique;
and practiced successful steps for anterior vitrectomy by pars plana approach in the setting of
unexpected vitreous presentation during cataract
surgery.
Ian Conner, MD, PhD, and Sharon L. Taylor, MD,
FACS, served as course directors and initiated
the program offering. Thank you to POS members
Deepinder Dhaliwal, MD, Alex Mammen, MD, and
Thierry Verstraeten, MD, who served as instructors
and along with the directors and industry instructors, shared their expertise and pearls of wisdom
with their colleagues.

Comments from participants were uniformly positive,
and the Society looks forward to offering sessions in
2020. While we always plan to have vitrectomy practice available, we also welcome suggestions for future wet lab topics or for other educational sessions
members would like to see offered. If you have a skill
set others would benefit from learning and practicing,
please let us know. Submit suggestions to Nadine
Popovich, administrator, at npopovich@acms.org.
Thank you to the following companies who provided
equipment and support staff for the 2-day program:
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2019-20 Monthly Educational Series
M

ark your calendar for the
2019-20 monthly educational offerings hosted by the Society.
A total of five monthly meetings
and the Annual Spring Meeting will comprise the academic
calendar. All meetings are CME
accredited.
Please plan on joining your colleagues as we welcome the following exceptional guest faculty:
SEPTEMBER 5, 2019
The first meeting
of the season
welcomes Joshua
C. Teichman, MD,
MPH, FRCSC,
Ophthalmology
and Vision Sciences, DepartDr. Teichman
ment of Ophthalmology, University of Toronto;
Trillium Partners, Canada. Dr.
Teichman has a keen interest in
research, currently focusing on
medical and surgical treatments
of corneal disease and is a member of the elite few performing
some of the most intricate corneal surgeries in Canada. Thank you
to Deepinder Dhaliwal, MD, for
inviting Dr. Teichman.
NOVEMBER 7, 2019
I. Paul Singh, MD, Glaucoma
Specialist, The Eye Centers of

Meeting Agenda Refresher
• 4:00 p.m. – Registration and Visit with Exhibitors
• 4:30 p.m. – 1st Lecture by Guest Faculty
• 5:35 p.m. – Resident Case Presentation and
Comments by Guest Faculty
• 5:50 p.m. – Business Meeting
• 6:00 p.m. – Social and Visit with Exhibitors
• 7:00 p.m. – Dinner
• 7:05 p.m. – 2nd Lecture by Guest Faculty
• 8:15 p.m. – Conclusion
Racine and
Kenosha Racine,
WI. Throughout
his ophthalmology career, Dr.
Singh has been
involved with clinical research and Dr. Singh
has published
papers in several ophthalmology
journals. He has also presented
his research at various national
meetings and universities. He has
brought a number of new technologies to the Racine and Kenosha
areas and was the first one in
Wisconsin to implant the smallest
devices in the human body, the
iStent, for the treatment of glaucoma. Thank you to Ian Conner,
MD, PhD, for inviting Dr. Singh.
DECEMBER 5, 2019
Collin M. McClelland, MD, assis-
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tant professor,
Department of
Ophthalmology
and Visual Neurosciences, University of Minnesota,
Minneapolis, MN.
Dr. McClelland
Dr. McClelland
specializes in
Neuro-Ophthalmology, Pediatric
and Strabismus. Thank you to
Pamela Rath, MD, for inviting Dr.
McClelland.
JANUARY 9, 2020
Ho Sun Choi, MD, board-certified
ophthalmologist, Santa Clara
Ophthalmology, San Jose, CA;
Independent Practice Partners
(Business and Management Consultants to Start Your Own Medical
Practice). He is a strong advocate
of solo practice, having created
the solo medical practice blog:
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www.solobuildingblogs.com. He
also created the
Solo Eye Physicians network,
which currently
has more than
Dr. Choi
130 members
throughout the
entire country. Dr. Choi currently
serves as a committee member
on the OMIC board of directors.
He believes that the small or solo
practice is the key to professional
independence, allowing ophthalmologists to provide efficient and
superior patient care. Thank you
to Kenneth Cheng, MD, for inviting
Dr. Choi.
FEBRUARY 6, 2019
Rishi Singh, MD, staff surgeon at
the Cole Eye Institute and medical director of Informatics, Cleveland Clinic; assistant professor
of Ophthalmology at the Lerner
College of Medicine in Cleveland, OH. Dr. Singh specializes
in the treatment of medical and
surgical retinal disease such as
diabetic retinopathy and age related macular degeneration. He
has authored more than 60 peer
reviewed publications, books,
and book chapters and serves
as the principal investigator of
numerous national clinical trials
advancing the treatment of retinal disease.Dr. Singh's current

work focuses on
the electronic
medical records
implementation,
lean process improvement, and
decision support
Dr. Singh
modules for
clinical practice.
He operates the Cleveland Clinic
Electronic Health Record Consulting program. He has been
honored with several research
recognitions such as the Alpha
Omega Alpha Research Award
and the American Society of
Retina Specialists Senior Honor Award. Thank you to Thierry
Verstraeten, MD, for inviting Dr.
Singh.
Members will receive registration information one-month prior
from the date of each scheduled
program. Registration will be

Thank you to the
following for support of
the 2019-20 monthly
meetings:
November 7 –
Aerie
Pharmaceuticals,
Inc.
December 5 –
Atlas Ocular
January 9 –
Horizon Therapeutics
February 6 –
Dutch Ophthalmic,
USA
handled online only. Please visit
the POS website periodically for
updates and to register, www.
pghoph.org.

www.pghoph.org
15
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Reminder: Online Registration for Monthly Meetings

T

If you do not receive a confirmation in your designated email, your registration was not completed.

•Visit www.pghoph.org and click on the “Registration is Open” link above the meeting notice.

•Feel free to contact Nadine Popovich, administrator, at npopovich@acms.org or (412) 321-5030
should you have any questions.

•Follow the prompts; select your registration type;
and complete all information.

• Please remember you can revisit the site to cancel a reservation!

he Society will continue the online registration
process. Registration for each meeting is required.
Here are a few guidelines to register for each meeting:

•Kindly remember to choose your meal selection
when registering.
•A confirmation will be sent to the email you provide.

Thank you in advance for your cooperation and
timeliness by RSVP’ing using the online registration
system.

NEW CME PROTOCOL TO SUBMIT PROGRAM
EVALUATION AND OBTAIN CME TRANSCRIPT!
T

he Society continues to use
AHN as our CME credit guarantor. A new procedure implemented
by the AHN Department of Credentialing provides members the
opportunity to obtain their CME
transcript after each meeting.

In order to receive CME
credit:
•All attendees MUST sign the sign
in sheet to verify they attended
the meeting.
•Evaluation forms will NOT be
distributed at each meeting. This
will be facilitated online ONLY.
•All POS meeting attendees
must create an account on

the AHN Continuing Medical
Education website.

another. POS transcripts will appear in your account.

•NOTE: If you are a physician
affiliated with AHN/Highmark
and have already established an
account, you do not have to create

To establish/create your
account:
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•Click on “Register” in the top
right-hand corner
•Complete the required information
•Email – Please use an email
that you use frequently as the
email you designate will be used
to send the evaluation link after
each meeting.

submitting the evaluation

To complete your evaluation •You will be able to access your
transcript at this time
after each meeting:
To access your CME
•Visit https://cme.ahn.org
transcript:
•Login with your username and
password

•Once you Login, there will be a
“Pending Activity” notification and
link to complete the evaluation.

•In order to access your CME
transcript, you must complete the
evaluation first (see “To complete
your evaluation after each meeting” instructions above)

•Proceed with completing and

•Visit https://cme.ahn.org

•Login in with your username and
password
•At the home page, you may
access your transcript by clicking
on “MY ACCOUNT” TAB at the top
of the page.
•A series of options will appear –
click on “MY TRANSCRIPT”
Questions? Contact Nadine Popovich at npopovich@acms.org or
(412) 321-5030.

Carnegie Library for the Blind offers free services
F
ree public library services are available to eligible
Pennsylvania residents who have difficulty reading standard print because of a visual impairment, a
physical disability involving the hands, or a reading
disability of organic origin.
Part of a federal program through the Library of
Congress and administered in Pennsylvania by the
Carnegie Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, digital audiobooks are distributed on flash
drive cartridges playable on a digital audiobook
machine, or they can be downloaded directly onto a
patron’s smartphone or tablet.

All services and materials are completely free, including the digital audiobook player, and the digital
downloads are available through a free app. Largeprint books and audio described DVD movies also
are available, and all materials are mailed to the
patron’s home and returned to the library through
the U.S. Postal Service postage free. In addition,
there are never any overdue fines or replacement
fees.
For more information, please contact the Library’s
Outreach Coordinator, Don Ciccone, at 800-2420586, or email cicconed@carnegielibrary.org.
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Annual Meeting slated for March 20, 2020
T

he 56th Annual Meeting will take
place Friday, March 20, 2020, at
the Pittsburgh Marriott City Center.

Societies including three Grand Prizes at ASCRS
and ESCRS. He has delivered more than 100
named lectures to implant societies in more than
40 countries, and he has contributed to a dozen
textbooks in his subspecialty. He is the Founder and
Editor of the Video Journal of Cataract and Refractive Surgery and has published more than 250
videos and peer-reviewed articles.

David Buerger, MD, president, is
pleased to announce and welcome
Robert H. Osher, MD, as the 40th
annual Harvey E. Thorpe Lecturer.
Dr. Osher
Dr. Osher is professor of ophthalmology at the College of Medicine of the University
of Cincinnati and medical director emeritus of the
Cincinnati Eye Institute.
Dr. Osher is the recipient of the Heed Ophthalmic
Fellowship Award, the Maumenee Award, the Sheets
Award, the Helen Keller Award, the de Schweinitz
Award, the Ridley Award, the Rayner Award and the
Arnott Award from England, the Canon Award from
Japan, the Senior Academy Honor Award from AAO,
the Lim Award from China, the Gold Medal Award
from Australia, the Mooney Award from Ireland, the
Nordan Lifetime Achievement Award, the Kelman
Award from Greece, the Excellence Award and the
Watson Award from Canada.
The American Society of Cataract and Refractive
Surgery has given Dr. Osher its two highest honors,
the prestigious Binkhorst Medal and the Innovator’s
Award. He also has received the Lifetime Achievement Award and the Kelman Award, the highest
honor given to a cataract surgeon by the American
Academy of Ophthalmology, and more recently the
Kelman Award from the Brazilian Society of Cataract
and Refractive Surgery.

Besides his interest in cataract surgery, he has been
a proud coach of more than 70 youth baseball and
basketball teams, reaching the National Championships in each sport. He served as the ophthalmic
consultant for the Cincinnati Reds during the 1990s.
Dr. Osher also has published 17 children’s stories,
donating the proceeds to local and national charitable organizations.

Terrace Room at the Omni William
Penn site of Annual Banquet

Following the annual meeting, members
and their guests are invited to attend the
annual banquet. The Terrace Room, located at the Omni William Penn Hotel, is the
site of this year’s banquet. Plan on attending the banquet for an enjoyable evening
of camaraderie with your colleagues.

He has designed many of the contemporary intraocular lenses and instruments used in cataract
surgery, in addition to developing new techniques in
this subspecialty. Dr. Osher’s surgical videos have
won more than 25 first-prize honors at the American, European, Asian and South American Cataract
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41st Meeting for Ophthalmic Personnel
T

he 41st Annual Meeting for Ophthalmic Personnel,
presented by the Pittsburgh Ophthalmology Society,
will run concurrently with the Annual meeting on Friday,
March 20, 2020, at the Pittsburgh Marriott City Center.
Planning for this well-respected annual program, which
is designed for ophthalmic technicians, assistants,
technologists, scribes and administrative personnel, is
currently underway.
Course directors Pamela Rath, MD, Avni Vyas, MD, and
Rikki Enzor, MD, are identifying clinical topics for presentation. The conference offers exceptional educational
opportunities for ophthalmic personnel in and around
the region and continually attracts well-respected local
faculty, who present relevant and quality instruction
through numerous breakout sessions. Ophthalmology
practices, administrators and past attendees will receive
a Save the Date card in September, with registration
information published on the society website,
www.pghoph.org.
Last year, the program attracted more than 185 attendees, and course directors look forward to offering an
excellent program for 2020. Complete information, including topics and speaker details, will be available on
the society website at www.pghoph.org.

I

SEEKING INDUSTRY SUPPORT!

ndustry support for the 2018-19 academic year
was strong (both for the monthly and annual
meetings), with vendors expressing positive comments on the engagement opportunities meetings
provide.

ing are numerous, including: five minutes of time at
the podium to present a product and the opportunity
to engage with members during the social.

The society relies on strong exhibit support to offset
meeting expenses. Please remember to thank pharmaceutical and ophthalmological supply representatives and remind them of the opportunity to sponsor
a monthly meeting. Benefits of sponsoring a meet-

Help us to identify a new potential sponsor!
If you know of a pharmaceutical company not listed
on page 11, please email Nadine Popovich (npopovich@acms.org) the contact name and email or
phone number. You also may direct potential sponsors to the POS website, www.pghoph.org, as sponsorship information can be downloaded.
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POS officers & chairs 2019-20
Legislative

President-Elect

Provider Relations

David G. Buerger, MD, FACS
Marshall W. Stafford, MD
Secretary

Joel D. Brown, MD

Kenneth P. Cheng, MD
Joel D. Brown, MD
Nominating

Sharon L. Taylor, MD, FACS

Treasurer

Membership

Immediate Past President

Members At-Large

Laurie A. Roba, MD
Sharon L. Taylor, MD, FACS
Bylaws and Rules

Michael J. Azar, MD

Eric A. Pennock, MD
Robert L. Bergren, MD
Ian P. Conner, MD, PhD
Thierry C. Verstraeten, MD

Public Relations

Constantine A. Balouris, MD
Allied Personnel Course Directors

Pamela P. Rath, MD
Avni P. Vyas, MD

Allied Personnel Co-Course Director

Rikki Enzor, MD

Thorpe Circle Administration

Michael J. Azar, MD

Resident Appointment to Board		

Rikki Enzor, MD
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